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Collect, analyze and 
share information to drive 
better conversations 
around housing policy
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In Massachusetts, there’s a lot of 

noise around housing



tips for 
using data

to have 
conversations
about housing

5



Start with people1



Take stock2



Identify Patterns3

Understand how your town 

has changed, how it is likely to 

change in the future, and use 

that information proactively. 

How will housing be a part 

of your plan?



Know the facts4



Learn from others5



Turning data
into action
What’s your 

housing story?



A few 

examples:



Welcome to MysteryTown, MA

















What’s the story, MysteryTown?

• MysteryTown’s population is growing again. With 
both school enrollment increasing and its senior 
population increasing, will there be enough 
housing options for both families and seniors?

• MysteryTown’s housing stock is predominantly 
single family. Should the town explore housing 
diversity that can allow seniors to downsize and 
young adults to move to/stay in the community?



MysteryTown: Canton, MA



www.mhp.net/datatown



www.HousingToolbox.org

Assessing needs

Local tools (NEW)

Local support

Zoning and land use

Fair housing

Housing development 

process

Financing and funding

Case studies & best 

practices (NEW)

Resources



Callie Clark, Co-Director

Center for Housing Data

cclark@mhp.net

Lucas Munson, Data & 
Communications Analyst

Center for Housing Data

lmunson@mhp.net

www.mhp.net/data

@mhpdata

Questions and discussion
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